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Housing special. Give them space and vaccinate

Avoid condemned carcasses.  Worm your farm dogs
Meet Chloe Simm
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Donot mi SS out on our

Thanks to the greater buying
power from being part of
vetPartners, we are pleased to
pass on to you some
significantly reduced medicine
prices.*
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I'IINTASTIC

These prices are available to §
every client and are available /
from every Penbode Farm Vets

branch in Devon and Cornwall

*Prices are valid for specified pack sizes only. Ex VAT. Terms &

Conditions Apply
Product Pack size Price
Kexxtone Bolus 5 x 329 £25 per bolus
Orbeseal 120 tubes £157.92
. . 5 dose or

Bovigen Scour Vaccine 30 dose £5.34 per dose
Metacam 250m| £152.73
Eprecis Zero Milk Withdrawal ~100m! £65

Injectable Wormer 250m| £120



¥ Housing special

Space. The importance of space

at housing for herd productivity
Gl By |izzie Milbank BVSc MRCVS

With the days starting to draw i n,
bringing the cows in for winter. |f
she will be more confident, comfortable and productive.

But issues with housing can cause many problems including increased

lameness, mastitis, metritis, ketosis, displaced abomasums (DAs) and reduced
fertility. We will look at the importance of having enough feed, water and

rumi nating space for your herd and the

Feed space

To maximise output we need to maximise inputs,
therefore it is important to make sure cows have free
access to feed. This involves making sure there is
enough feed space, and making sure feed is pushed
up SO cows can reach it.

Each cow should have a minimum of 0.6m space at
the barrier, but this may need to be higher depending
on the size of cow and stage of lactation. In late
pregnancy cows become wider and their feed intake
reduces so every attempt should be made to give
them increased access to feed.

Space at the barrier is particularly important when young and old cows are
housed together, as bullying can mean that less dominant cows are pushed
out. Competition for feeding space has direct implications in terms of poor
fertility, as those cows pushed out at feeding time are likely to suffer from
health problems linked to poor nutrition and subsequent lowered immune
defences and compromised hormone production. They are likely to spend
more time standing and putting pressure on their feet, increasing the risk of
lameness and reducing how strongly they show bulling behaviours.

Feed barrier design is a major factor in determining feed intake. A poor barrier

can reduce intakes by over 1kg (dry matter) per day, even if feed is pushed

up. Barriers which rub at the necks of cows are likely to be uncomfortable and

reduce the time spent eating. Moving the barrier up or away from the cow will

allow her easier access to feed. Contd



Space at housing cont 4

Water trough space

A high yielding dairy cow can drink over 200 litres per day, with most
consumed after milking and feeding. In hot weather this can increase by
10-20%. We often see an increase in DAs after a hot spell, linked to heat stress
and subsequent decrease in dry matter intake.

Water troughs must be accessible, with 0.1m of trough space per cow. The
water should be at least 70mm deep so that the cow can submerge her
muzzle and drink. It is important to keep troughs clean so that cows want to
drink from them. Tipping water troughs with a hand brush by each one are the
easiest way to encourage regular cleaning. Cleaning the trough once a week
will stop the water tasting stale which will reduce intakes.

Lying and ruminating space

e AN os In cubicle

- . housed cows,

e it IS IMportant

s t0 make sure

# there are

enough

cubicles for

the number of

~~ cows. Asa

». Very minimum

: % .. there needs
USSR TETN 10 be at least

a cubicle per cow, but ideally there should be more than 10% spare cubicles.

A paper published in the USA reported that for every 10% increase in stocking

rate above 80% occupancy, there is reduction of 0.73kg milk per cow per day.

Cubicles should be a suitable size for the size of cow. It is important to have a

straw yard available to house lame cows and cows which reject cubicles.

The Red Tractor Farm Assurance Dairy Scheme requires an adequate
loafing area of at least 120% of the cubicle lying area.

To achieve this figure within the confines of a feed/sleep
building, the following passage widths are required:

1. Passage between rows of cubicles should be
a minimum of 3.0m with an ideal width of 3.6m

2. Cross-over passages without a water trough should
be 2.4m wide

TRACEABLE, SAFE _
& 3. Cross-over passages with a water trough should
FARMED WITH CARE be 3.6m wide




Vaccinating at housing time.

Wedve all heard the old adage oprevent.
curedé, this is crucial when considering
vaccination. It is the time of year again that we need to start considering

vaccination protocols before the housing period.

Vaccinations are the most effective method of preventing infectious

diseases and should be included as part of your herd health plan. Ideally to

be administered before times of stress such as at winter housing. Vaccines

prepare animals to fight infections by imitating an infection which stimulates

the individual ds i mmune system to start
against the perceived infection. This primes the immune system with a
omemoryo of the antibody required for t
immune system will respond more quickly and prevent or significantly

reduce the impact of the associated disease.

Respiratory disease is a crucial
target for vaccination
programmes, with bovine
respiratory disease or calf
pneumonia being a very
common problem in young stock
with severe negative economic
impact. An effective
countermeasure such as
vaccination protocols should be
a high priority to maintain herd
profitability. The economic losses
to cattle farmers in the UK are

sizeable, with estimates of the cost of calf pneumonia to be over £80 million,

with the average cost per calf being quoted at £80 per affected calf.

Calves suffering from pneumonia will have a reduced overall performance

with lower daily live weight gains, long term lung damage can result in

carcass downgrading at slaughter and in some cases will result in the loss of

the calf. Additionally, the cost of treatment and the time taken to provide

supportive care of the affected calves further reduce profits.

Cont d



